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Afghan Girl, Peshawar, Pakistan, 1984 

 

A major retrospective exhibition by the internation ally renowned Magnum 
photographer, Steve McCurry  

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery is proud to prese nt the first and only UK exhibition of critically a cclaimed 
photojournalist Steve McCurry, in association with Magnum Photos. The exhibition will include over eig hty striking 
images that span a remarkable twenty year career, including his world renowned portrait “Afghan Girl”.  
 
Steve McCurry is recognised as one of the world’s f inest photographers and during his career he has co vered many 
international and civil conflicts, particularly wit hin the regions of Asia and the Middle East.  McCur ry made his name 
covering the Russian invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s, after he managed to smuggle the films over the border by 
sewing them into his clothes. These images were amongst the first to be seen of the conflict and won h im the 
prestigious Robert Capa Gold Medal. The now iconic image of the young green-eyed girl appeared for the  first time 
on the cover of National Geographic in June 1985, instantly becoming a symbol both of t he Afghan conflict and of 
the refugee situation worldwide.  A year later, McC urry became a full member of the international phot ographic 
agency, Magnum Photos. 
 
 

Fishermen at Weligama, Sri Lanka, 1995 Beggar Girl, Bombay, India, 1996 
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Many of McCurry’s later photographs have also becom e modern icons, each with a story to tell. An exten sive 
traveller, his work has encompassed Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Tibet and Yemen, amongst others. Best known for 
his evocative colour images, his compelling photogr aphs are unique street portraits that reveal the un iversality of the 
human condition, finding the beautiful in daily exp eriences.  McCurry’s skill lies in blending in, wai ting for the 
unguarded moment when he can capture stories of the  human experience in its rawest form.  
 
“The thing I want people to take away from my work is this human connection between all of us… there’s a kind of 
commonality between all of us. Despite our religion , language or ethnicity, we’re all basically the sa me”, Steve 
McCurry 
 
For over 17 years the identity of the Afghan girl remained a mystery, despite McCurry’s attempts to lo cate her.  In 
January 2002, a National Geographic team travelled to Afghanistan and using biometric technology match ed her iris 
patterns to those of the photograph. Her identity w as revealed as Sharbat Gula, and the remarkable story was the 
subject of a television documentary, entitled Search for the Afghan Girl, to be released on DVD to coincide with the 
exhibition. 
 
Councillor Martin Mullaney, Cabinet Member for Leis ure, Sport and Culture at Birmingham City Council s aid:  
“I am delighted that Birmingham’s world class Museu m and Art Gallery is staging the UK exclusive of th is 
retrospective of Steve McCurry’s stunning photojour nalism.  As we bid for UK City of Culture 2013, it is 
further evidence of the city’s reputation for attra cting high profile exhibitions that will attract bo th local and 
national visitors.” 
 
Birmingham is one of four cities to be shortlisted for the title of UK City of Culture 2013. Birmingha m’s bid, called 
“The Big Conversation” to reflect the diverse voice s within its communities, has drawn upon the creati vity and 
interaction of individuals and organisations from a ll over the city. 
 
To accompany the exhibition Steve McCurry will give  a presentation about his twenty year career on Friday 2nd July. 
The talk will start at 6.30 pm in the Waterhall at BMAG (Tickets £10). 
 

Address: Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery 

Chamberlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3DH 

0121 303 2834 

Opening Hours: Mon - Thurs and Sat 10am - 5pm 
Fri 10.30am - 5pm 
Sun 12.30 - 5pm 
 

Transport: Based in the centre of the city and a short 
walking distance from Birmingham New Street, 

Snow Hill and Moor Street train stations 

Prices: 

 

Admission: Free  

Talk: £10 

 
 

Editor’s Notes 
 
 

Steve McCurry  

A member of Magnum Photos since 1986, McCurry was 
born in Philadelphia and graduated cum laude from t he 
College of Arts and Architecture at the Pennsylvania 
State University. After working as a photographer f or two 
years on the Penn State newspaper The Daily Collegian, 
he left for India to become a freelancer. McCurry’s  career 
as a photojournalist was launched in 1984 with his 
coverage of the Russian invasion of Afghanistan. 
McCurry's work has been featured in magazines 
worldwide and he is a frequent contributor to many 
international publications.  

 Birmingham Museums and Art 
Gallery 

Founded in 1885, Birmingham Museums & Art Gallery 
(BMAG) is one of England’s largest local authority 
museums services. It attracts ¾ million visitors ea ch year 
with 70% of visitors from outside Birmingham. Throu gh 
a global programme of lending, on average 3million 
people per year across the world visit exhibitions where 
BMAG collections are displayed. 
 
Famous for its Pre- Raphaelite collection, BMAG hol ds 
one of the finest collections of fine & applied art , historic 



 
 
 
 
Continued from previous page 
 

 
Issued by Idea Generation IG Contact Details 
 T. +44 (0)20 7749 6850 Kara Reaney: kara@ideageneration.co.uk 
www.ideageneration.co.uk Tani Burns: tani@ideageneration.co.uk  
 
 

Page 
3/5 

 
Critically acclaimed, McCurry has won numerous ward s, 
including the Robert Capa Gold Medal for Best 
Photographic Reporting from Abroad Showing Courage 
and Enterprise, the National Press Photographers' 
Association award, Magazine Photographer of the Year 
and an unprecedented four first prizes in the World  Press 
Photo contest.  He has published over 10 solo books  
and been exhibited worldwide. 

material and world cultures in the UK, with over ½ million 
objects. A strong track record of delivering exhibi tions 
which reflect its diverse collections, enables BMAG  to 
raise Birmingham’s profile and promote the city’s r ich 
cultural heritage.  
 

 
 Magnum Photos 

Magnum Photos is a photographic co-operative of gre at 
diversity and distinction owned by its photographer -
members. Founded in 1947 by Robert Capa, Henri 
Cartier-Bresson, George Rodger and David "Chim" 
Seymour, Magnum photographers chronicle the world 
and interpret its peoples, events, issues and 
personalities. Through its four editorial offices i n New 
York, London, Paris and Tokyo, and a network of fif teen 
sub-agents, Magnum Photos provides photographs to 
the press, publishers, advertising, television, gal leries 
and museums across the world.  
 
The Magnum Photos library is a living archive updated 
daily with new work from across the globe. The libr ary 
houses all the work produced by Magnum 
photographers and some special collections by non-
members. There are approximately one million 
photographs in both print and transparency in the 
physical library, with 500,000 images available onl ine.  
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Contacts 
 

For further information / Use of pictures / Intervi ews 

Idea Generation: +44(0)20 7749 6850 
Kara Reaney: kara@ideageneration.co.uk 
Tani Burns: tani@ideageneration.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ends 
 
 

Websites 

    

www.ideageneration.co.uk  
 
For: 
·  Online Press Office 
·  Client list 
·  Company contact detail 
 

www.bmag.org.uk  
 
For 
·  Information on Birmingham 

Museum and Art Gallery 
·  Information on the exhibition  

www.magnumphotos.com  
 
For: 
·  Information on Magnum 

Photos 
·  Information on Steve 

McCurry 

www.stevemccurry .com 
 
For 
·  Information on Steve 

McCurry 
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR USE OF IMAGES 
 
 
ACCREDITATION 
 
·  Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accredi tation notice relating to the material and 

specified by Idea Generation, a reproduction fee of  up to £1000 shall be administered  per image 
 
Copyright 
·  All copyright remains with Steve McCurry/Magnum Pho tos 
 
·  Photo by-lines for each photograph with copyright s ymbol must run adjacent to any images thus: 

Subject name; year; © Steve McCurry/Magnum Photos.   All rights reserved , or as singularly stated for each image taken in   consideration  
 
USE OF IMAGES/EXTRACT 
 
·  All usage of pictures/extracts must be first agreed  in writing with Kara Reaney, Idea Generation 
 
·  A maximum  of 2 free press images can be used per p iece of coverage; press images are not to be used o n any covers or larger than ¼ page 

unless otherwise agreed with Kara Reaney, Idea Generation 
 
·  All pictures/extracts must be used within two (2) w eeks of receipt 
 
·  All photographs are licensed solely for the promoti on of the Steve McCurry Retrospective exhibition Ju ne – October 2010.  The right to their use in 

this context expires the date the exhibition finish es.   
 
·  Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient wit hout the written consent of Idea Generation 
 
·  Save for the purpose of production for the licence due photographs may not be stored in any electronic  medium without the written permission of 

Idea Generation. 
 
·  Material shall not be altered, added to, have any p art deleted or otherwise manipulated without the wr itten consent of Idea Generation 
 
THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS 
 
·  Any objection to these terms and conditions must be  negotiated in writing to Kara Reaney at Idea Generation before Agreement is signed 
 
·  As the recipient you agree to indemnify Idea Generation with respect to any claims or damages or any l oss or costs arising in any manner from the 

reproduction, without proper reduction rights of an y picture/extract supplied to you by Idea Generatio n 
 
·  While Idea Generation takes all reasonable care in the performance of this agreement generally Idea Generation shall not be liable for any loss or 

damage suffered by the recipient or by any third pa rty arising from the use or reproduction of any mat erial 
 
·  In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished free of charge within two 

weeks 
 
·  In case of review copies, all review copies must be  returned to Kara Reaney at Idea Generation within one week of use, unless otherwise specified. 
 
·  This Agreement will be governed by and construed in  all respects in accordance with the laws of Englan d & Wales. 
 
·  IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Parties hereunto have executed this Agreement the day ...... and year ….. 
 
Signed by: ……………… 
 

On behalf of: ………………… 
 
 
 
Signed by:    HECTOR PROUD 
On behalf of:   IDEA GENERATION LIMITED 
 
 
 
 


